Grade 12 – American Literature





Summer Reading

Answer each question using complete sentences.  Type your answers on a separate piece of paper.  One to five sentences will be adequate to answer most questions or parts of questions with multiple parts.  
Important note:  You are responsible for doing your own individual work.  Do not copy your answers from ANY other source.

The Crucible
1.
Identify the genre of this work.

2.
Identify the setting, both time and place.  Briefly indicate why the 
setting is an important element in this work.
3.
What is the work's inciting force (incident which initiates the plot 
events)?

4.
Briefly describe the conflicts among John Proctor, Elizabeth Proctor, and 
Abigail Williams.

5.
Briefly describe the main traits and roles in the plot of the following 
characters:  Reverend Parris, Tituba, Reverend Hale, Mary Warren, Rebecca 
Nurse, Judge Hathorne.

6.
What is the climax?  

7.
What is the significance of the work's title?

8.
Briefly explain the following quotation:


"Let him give his lie.  Quail not before God's judgment in this, for it 
may well be God damns a liar less than he that throws his life away for 
pride.  Will you plead with him?  I cannot think he will listen to 
another."

9.
What is the main theme of this work?  Explain briefly.

Of Mice and Men 
1.
Identify the genre of this work.

2.
Identify the work's point of view.

3.
Identify the setting, both time and place.  Briefly indicate why the 
setting is an important element in this work.

4.
Briefly describe the main conflicts among Lennie, George, Candy, and 
Curley.

5.
What is the work's climax?  

6.
Discuss the significance of the title.  Identify the allusion and explain 
how it develops the work's theme.
Daisy Miller

Part I:
1.
Identify the setting of this work.

2.
When Winterbourne addresses Daisy for the first time, he expects her to 
respond in one of two ways.  What are they and how does her response 
surprise him?
3.
Who is Mrs. Costello and what is her opinion of Daisy and her family?

4.
How does Winterbourne feel when Daisy proposes a trip to the Castle of 
Chillon?  Why is Winterbourne surprised by Mrs. Miller’s attitude toward 
the trip?  

5.
At what point on the trip does Daisy become angry with Winterbourne and 
why?  Why is Winterbourne surprised by her anger?

6.
What do we know about Daisy’s father?  What is her brother like?
7.
What is Eugenio’s main trait?
Part II:

1.
What is the setting for Part II?  What has Winterbourne been doing 
since the end of Part I?

2.
What news does Winterbourne receive of Daisy at the beginning of Part II?  
How does he feel about what he learns?  

3.
Who is Giovanelli?  What are his apparent motives and objectives regarding 
Daisy?  What is his probable relationship with Eugenio?  What is 
Winterbourne’s attitude toward him when he first sees him?  How does he 
behave toward Winterbourne? 

4.
Why does Mrs. Walker resolve not to speak to Daisy at her party?  How does 
Mrs. Walker treat Daisy at the party?  How does Daisy react?  What is 
Winterbourne’s feeling about the situation?

5.
What event spurs Winterbourne to go to Mrs. Miller and try to reason with 
her?  What is the result?  Why does his conversation with Daisy at the 
Palace of the Caesars increase his confusion about her?

6.
Under what circumstances does Winterbourne speak to Daisy for the last 
time?  Why is Winterbourne angry with Giovanelli?  Why, at this point, 
does Winterbourne say, “I believe that it makes very little difference 
whether you are engaged or not!”?
7.
Where is Daisy buried?  Who attends her funeral?  What information does 
Winterbourne get from Giovanelli?  Does it change his opinion of Daisy?  
Why or why not?  

Final question:

Name something else you read this summer which was not required.

