Summer Reading Questions for Classics in Translation Honors

Ms. Billhymer

Your Name ________________________________________

Burke, Jan. Dear Irene: An Irene Kelly Novel. ISBN: 0-7434-4449-3

Grimal, Pierre. The Dictionary of Classical Mythology. ISBN: 0-631-20102-5

Maier, Paul L. The Flames of Rome: A Novel. ISBN: 0-8254-3297-9

McLaren, Clemence. Inside the Walls of Troy: A Novel of the Women Who Lived the Trojan War. ISBN: 0-440-22749-6
---. Waiting for Odysseus. ISBN: 0-689-86705-0

Directions:  Complete the answers to all of these questions by the first day of class.

Dear Irene by Jan Burke

1. List five plot devices Ms. Burke uses to create suspense in Dear Irene.

Go to www.viswiki.com/en/Red_herring_(plot_device) for a list and defin-
itions of plot devices. NB: Put an underline after Red, herring, and plot in the 

web address. 

2. List all of the mythological allusions with the page numbers.  Find the mythological name in The Dictionary of Classical Mythology, and in one or two sentences, write down the identity of that entity and in one or two sentences an explanation of the reason Ms. Burke uses that allusion at that place in the plot.
The Dictionary of Classical Mythology by Pierre Grimal

1. In a phrase or a sentence, identify each of the following:
·  The Titans (see table 5 for a list.)

·  The Titanides (see table 5 for a list.)

· Atlas

· Prometheus

· Epimetheus

· Pandora

· Gaia and Uranus

· Love created Light created Day

· Deucalion and Pyrrha

· Cyclops

· Giants

· Golden Age

· The twelve Olympians and their Roman names 

· Eros (Cupid)

· Iris

· Eris

· Enyo

· Hebe
· Janus

· Nemesis

· Leto
· The Graces

· The Muses

· The Erinyes (The Furies)

· The Horae

· The Moirae (Fate or The Fates: Clotho, Lachesis, and Atropos) 
· Triton

· Proteus

· The Elysian Fields

· Pan

· The satyrs

· Eos, Boreas, Zephyrus, and Notus
· Centaurs

· Gorgons

· The Graiae

· The Sirens

Flames of Rome by Paul L. Maier

1. 
Choose five of the most important characters from the book. For each   character, in one or two sentences for each piece of information, list five pieces of specific information you could use to write a character study of that person.  You may choose the character’s actions, his/her statements, or others’ comments about him/her.
2. In one or two sentences for each piece of information, list ten pieces of specific information that suggest the depravity of first-century Rome.
3. In one or two sentences for each piece of information, list ten pieces of specific information that suggest the goodness of the Christians.
Inside the Walls of Troy by Clemence McLaren

Directions: Answer each of the following in one sentence unless directed to do otherwise.

“Helen’s Story”

1. Characterize Theseus in two to three sentences.

2. What is Helen’s attitude toward Menelaus? Who is Menelaus?

3. In two to three sentences, contrast Helen with Penelope.

4. On page 36, Tyndareus forces the suitors to agree to what? Whose idea is this?

5. What happens to Castor and Pollux?

6. Who is Hermione?

7. Who is Telemachus?

8. Why does Menelaus predict a war with Troy?

9. Why does Paris come to Sparta?

10. In two or three sentences, describe Paris.

“Cassandra’s Story”

11. Look up Cassandra in The Classical Dictionary. In two or three sentences, give some basic identifying information about her.

12. Who is Cassandra’s twin brother?

13. Whom do the Greeks send in a delegation to talk to Priam?

14. What point does Odysseus make?

15. What is Hector’s nickname?

16. How does Cassandra deal with having two suitors?

17. Identify Hector.

18. What vision does Cassandra have about Helen?

19. How does Cassandra compare herself to Helen?

20. The sacrifice of whom makes it possible for the Greek fleet to sail out of Aulis?

21. In a phrase for each, identify each of the following: Achilles, Hector, Andromache, Astyanax, Polyxena, Laodice, Antenor, Patroclus, the Scaean Gate, Clymene.

22. Why are Achilles and Agamemnon feuding?

23. What gifts do Hector and Ajax give each other on page 146?

24. On page 149, how does Odysseus try to avoid going to the war?

25. Who kills Patroclus, Achilles’ cousin?

26. Who kills Hector? What is Andromache doing while the duel is taking place?

27. Why does Polyxena go with Priam to retrieve Hector’s body?

28. Who kills Achilles? Where?

29. What happens to Helen after Paris’ death?

30. After the Greeks supposedly go back to Greece, what do they leave in the field outside Troy?

31. What does Sinon say about the Trojan Horse?

32. What are Helenus’ and Cassandra’s fates?

33. Where does Cassandra take Andromache and Astyanax?

34. What are possible endings for Cassandra?

Waiting for Odysseus by Clemence McLaren

Directions: Answer each question in a phrase or sentence unless directed to do otherwise.

“Penelope’s Story”

1. Why is Helen so angry at Penelope at the end of chapter two?

2. Identify Eurycleia.

3. How does McLaren characterize Eurycleia?

4. What is Penelope’s stratagem to keep Odysseus safe at home and away from the Trojan War?

5. How does Thetis try to keep Achilles at home?

6. What gifts does Penelope give Odysseus?

“Circe’s Story”

7. How does Circe depict Odysseus? Give three pieces of information to support this characterization.

8. How does Circe depict herself?  Give three pieces of information to support this characterization.

“ Pallas Athena’s Story”

9.How does McLaren depict Athena? Aphrodite? Kalypso? 

10. How does Athena help Odysseus escape Ogygia and Poseidon’s wrath?

11. How does Athena help Odysseus once he’s on Phaiakia/ Scheria?

12. According to Athena, what is her last act of helpfulness to Odysseus and Telemachus?

“Eurycleia’s Story”

13. Who is Antinous? Eurymachus?

14. How does McLaren characterize Eurycleia?  Give five statements or comments that Eurycleia makes.

15. Describe the lengthy conversation between Penelope and Odysseus in two to three sentences. 

16. What contest does Penelope propose in honor of Apollo, the archer?

17. Identify Phoenius.

18. Identify Medon.

