Waiting for Odysseus 
by Clemence McLaren

Directions: Answer each question in a phrase or sentence unless otherwise directed.

“Penelope’s Story”

1. Why is Helen so angry at Penelope at the end of chapter two?

2. Identify Eurycleia.

3. How does McLaren characterize Eurycleia?

4. What is Penelope’s strategy to keep Odysseus safe at home and away from the Trojan War?

5. How does Thetis try to keep Achilles at home?

6. What gifts does Penelope give Odysseus?

“Circe’s Story”

7. How does Circe depict Odysseus? Give three pieces of information to support this characterization.

8. How does Circe depict herself?  Give three pieces of information to support this characterization.

“ Pallas Athena’s Story”

9.How does McLaren depict Athena? Aphrodite? Kalypso? 

10. How does Athena help Odysseus escape Ogygia and Poseidon’s wrath?

11. How does Athena help Odysseus once he’s on Phaiakia/ Scheria?

12. According to Athena, what is her last act of helpfulness to Odysseus and Telemachus?

“Eurycleia’s Story”

13. Who is Antinous? Eurymachus?

14. How does McLaren characterize Eurycleia?  Give five statements or comments that Eurycleia makes.

15. Describe the lengthy conversation between Penelope and Odysseus in two to three sentences. 

16. What contest does Penelope propose in honor of Apollo, the archer?

17. Identify Phoenius.

18. Identify Medon.

