Summer Reading Questions

World Literature

Ms. Billhymer

Directions: Complete the answers to all of these questions by the first day of class.

J. Nozipo Maraire’s Zenzele: A Letter for My Daughter

Directions:  Write a two to five sentence response to each of these questions.

1. In which continent is Zimbabwe?  What are three countries that are contiguous to it?

2. What important information do you learn about Shiri, the mom, from this letter/novel?

3. Look at the biographical blurb about Maraire. Why do you think she wrote the novel?

4. What is the tone of the letter/novel from Shiri to Zenzele?

5. Take three words from the glossary in the beginning of the book.  Why was it necessary, given the story, to define them?

6. How does Shiri describe life in Zimbabwe?

7. How does Shiri depict Zenzele?

8. According to Shiri, what does it mean to be an African woman?

9. What does Shiri say is good/bad about the West? about Africa?

10. According to Shiri, what does it mean to be black in the West?

11. How does Shiri describe Robben Island?  Who is Mandela? (You will have to do a little research for this second question.)

12. How does Shiri define love?

13. Look at the paragraph on page 113 that starts,”Shiri. . . .”  What do you make of it?

14. How does Shiri describe old Rhodesia?

15. In your opinion, what is the best advice Shiri gives Zenzele?

